102        THOMAS KILLIGREW,  THE ELDER,   1660-1683?

Fart of a letter written by  Ttomas /Cillignsw tk&
BriL Mus. Addit. MS, 2 2, 629, f&L 23$

[An insight into what was possible.
This Killigrew was appointed resident at Venice by Charles II in 1651,
but in consequence of debauchery was forced to return to England in 1652,
He subsequently spent more time abroad, and returned in 1660, when he
held various offices in the royal household. In 1663 he built Drury Lane
Theatre.
The letter printed above is bound up with a number of letters of the
eighteenth century, and was so dated in the British Museum Ditalogue.
An examination of Addit. MS. 20,032 fol, 30$, where we fmd notes of
Killigrew's correspondence, and his signatures, and of another specimen
of his writing, renders it possible that the letter is in his hand. It
may be a composition done late in life, and thut it is not merely a copy,
as borne out by the writer's emendations in the text, In any case, I take
it that Killigrew must have written .subsequent to King Charles's grant to
him and Davenant, permitting them in 1660 to build playhouses in
London. The date is probably much later. Killigrew died in 2685.
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